( 19° > 




I. An Account of feVeral Nebulas or lucid Spots 
like Clouds, lately di/coyered among the Fixt Stars 
by help of the Tele/cope. 

N our iaft we gave a (hort Account of the feveral New- 

Stars that have appeared in the Heavens, within the 

laft 15-0 Years, fome of which afford very furprizing 
Phenomena. But not lefs wonderful are certain luminous 
Spots or Patches, which difcover themfelves only by the, 
Telefcope, and appear to the naked Eye like (mall Fixe 
Stars? but in reality are nothing elfe bat the Light coming 
from an extraordinary great ^pace in, the Ether ; through 
which a lucid Medium is diffufed, that Ihines with its own 
proper Luftre- This feems fully to reconcile that Diffi- 
culty which fome have moved asainft the Defcriptioti 
Mofes gives of the Creation, ailedging that Light could 
not be created without the Sun. But in the following 
Tnftances the contrary is manifeft : for fome of thefe 
bright Spots discover no fign of a Star in the middle of 
them ; arid the irregular Form of thofe that have, fliews 
them not to proceed from the Illumination of a Central 
Body. Thefe are, as the aforefaid New Stars, Six 'm 
Number* all which we willdefcribe in the order of time, 
as they were difcovered ; giving their Places in the Sphere 
of FixtStars,to enable the Curious, who are furnifhed with 
good Teiefcopes,to take the Satisfaction of contemplating 
them. 

The firft and moft confiderablc is that in the Middle 
of Orion s Sword, marked with 6 by Bayer in his Uranomt- 
tria, as a fingle Star of the third Magnitude ; and is io ac- 
counted by Ptolemy, Tycho Brake and Hevetimi but is m 
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reality two very contiguous Stars environed with a very 
large tranfparent bright Spot, through which they appear 
with feveral others. Thefe are curioufly defcribed by 
Hugemus in his Syfiema Saturnium pag. 8. who there calls 
this brightnefs Portentum, cui certejimik aliud nufquam 
apudrehquas Pixas fotuit animadvert ere : affirming that lie 
found it by chance in the Year i6$6. The Middle of 
thisisat prelentin n 19 . co, with South I at. 1 8° ~> 

About the Year 1661 another of this fort was difco- 
vered (if I miftake noO by Bullialdus, in Cingulo Androme- 
da. This is neither in Tycho nor Bayer, having been 
omitted, as are many others becaufe of its fmallnefs / But 
it is inferred into theCatalogue of Hev 1 1 ht<, who has impro- 
perly call'd it Nehulcfa iniiead of Nebula ; it has no (ign of a 
Star in it, but appears like a pale Cloud, and feems to emit 
a radiant Beam into the North Eaft, as that in Orion does 
into the South Eaft. It precedes in Right Afcenfton the 
Northern in the Girdle s or v Bayero f about a Degree and 
three Quarters, and has Longitude at this time v. 14°. 
go' with Lat North 3 3°^. 

The Third is near the Ecliptick between the Head and 
Bore of Sagittary, not far from the Point of the v\i,u.er 
Solftice. This it feems was found in the Year *66% by 
a German Gentleman M. f Abraham Ihle , whilft he at ten- 
ded the Motion of Saturn then near his Aphelion. This is 
fmall but very luminous and emits a Ray like the former. 
Its Place at this time is ^^\ with about half a Degree 
South Lat. 

A Fourth was found by M.Edm, H alley in the Year ^677, 
when he was making the Catalogue of the Soot hern S?ars. 
it is in the Centaur, that which Ptolemy calls 'On iw W pooru 
fxfuOTtt*. which He names in dorfo Equina Nehuht &nd is 
Bayers m ; It is in appearance between the fourth and fifth 
Magnitude, and emits but a fmall Light for its Breadth, 
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and is without a radiant Beam ; this never rifes inE^Und, 
but ac this time its Place is m 5°f with ?5°7 South Lat. 

A fifth was difcovered by Mr. G. Kirch in the Year 
l6Hi, preceding the Right Foot of Antinomy It is of its 
ieif but a final obfeure Spot, but has a Star that ihines 
through it, which makes it the more luminous. The 
LongituJc of this is at prefent vy, 9°. circiter % vi\xkx 17°^. 
INorth Latitude. 

The Sixth and laft was accidentally hit upon by M. Edm. 
Halley in the Congelation of Hercules, in the Year 1 7 1 4. 
It is nearly in a Right Line with £and y> of Bayer, fome- 
what nearer to £ than « : and by comparing its Situation 
among the Stars, its Place is fufficiently near in ^ x6°~. 
with 5-7°. oo. North. Lat, This is but a little Patch, but 
it fhews it felf to the naked Eye, when the Sky is ferene 
and the Moon abfent. 

There are undoubtedly more of thefe which have not 
yet come to our Knowledge,and fome perhaps bigger but 
though all thefe Spots are in Appearence but little, and 
mod of them but of few Minutes in Diameter ; yet fince 
they are among the Fixt Srars, that is, fince they have 
no Annual Parallax, they cannot fail to occupy Spaces im- 
menfely great, and perhaps not left than our whole Solar 
Syftem. In all thefe fo vaft Spaces it fhould feem that 
there is a perpetual uninterrupted Day, which may fur* 
nifh Matter of Speculation, as well to the curious Natu- 
ralifl as to the Aftronomer. 
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